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Sen. Hardiman helps local students win big  
Restores at-risk funding cut  

 
LANSING – Sen. Bill Hardiman, R-Kentwood, succeeded in restoring $800,000 in at-risk 
funding to Grand Rapids Public Schools today as the Senate approved the budget that support 
local schools. Hardiman offered and successfully passed an amendment that restored at-risk 
funding the School Aid budget. The money had previously been cut earlier in the budget process. 
 
The money now restored to the budget would help the district support pupils deemed to be at-
risk. The district can use the funds to reduce class sizes, implement reading programs, provide 
for health clinics, or provide medical or counseling services. 
 
“I am very proud and thankful we were able to restore this devastating cut to at-risk funds – this 
would have really put the Grand Rapids Public Schools in a bind,” said Hardiman, who serves on 
the Senate Appropriations Committee. “I’m glad to see my colleagues agree on the importance 
of these funds.” 
 
The restoration is among a number of wins for the Grand Rapids area in this year’s budget. 
Under the Senate’s higher education proposed budget, Grand Valley State University would 
receive $12.8 million more than what the governor proposed and almost that much over last 
year’s funding. The proposal would be a 22 percent over what the university received last year. 
 
The Senate plan would set up a per-student funding floor of $3,750 for Michigan’s public 
universities. In the previous fiscal year, Grand Valley received $3,072 per student. Under the 
new plan, Grand Valley would receive $3,759 per student. 
 
Hardiman was also able to restore the $100,000 funding for the Grand Rapids Area Pre-College 
Engineering Program (GRAPCEP) through an amendment in the Appropriations Committee, 
which was cut in the earlier version of budget. GRAPCEP is a regional pre-college engineering 
program intended to meet the need for well-trained engineers and scientists for growing 
businesses of West Michigan and to increase the number of historically under-represented 
populations in these career fields.  
 
Senate Republicans also restored the Michigan tuition grant program, which supports private  
 



 
 
 
colleges and universities for the work they do educating Michigan’s residents. The governor's 
proposal eliminated this funding but the Senate version reinstates 95 percent of that funding.  
 
The Grand Rapids area has four private colleges, Calvin, Aquinas, Cornerstone and Davenport. 
 
The appropriations bills now head to the House of Representatives for consideration. 
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